INTELLECTUAL LIFE                313

1920, were redeemed by the collection of moral truths
and legendary fantasies which give them an incontest-
able value.

To the historians, poets and novelists of the second
half of the nineteenth century must be added the
journalists, short story writers, and story tellers. These,
from Faucher de Saint-Maurice through Arthur Buies,
Hector Fabre, and Honore Beaugrand, to Louis
Frechette were relatively numerous, for the French
Canadians have found in these very flexible genres the
ideal medium for expressing their verve, sparkling wit,
their bent for philosophic reflection, and the malice
inherited from their Norman ancestors.

All in all, literary activity amongst the French
Canadians did not lack interest though it might not
satisfy the reasonable demands of such as deplore a
certain slowness of development which is yet easy to
understand and explain. It still remains as a tribute
rendered to the natural beauty of the country, to its
historic glory, and to the well-balanced and hard
working people, for these were the principal, if not the
only themes of the poets, the novelists, and the his-
torians.

The beginning of the twentieth century was to
mark a renewal, or perhaps a full flight of the fine early
promise which was in part fulfilled. The impulse given
by the Ecole Litteraire of Montreal has persisted and
grown greater down -to our own day. The first period
covered the years preceding the war of 1914; the
second began about 1920. This renaissance, or indeed
this birth, was characterized, and clearly separated
from the early period by abundance. There was an
abundance of books and an abundance of writers. The